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ies. Modern education began in 1871. A De-
partment of Education was established in
1887, and education was made compulsory
for both boys and girls in 1921. The primary
course is five years for boys and three years
for girls. The secondary course (8 years) l\
divided into general and special courses,
open to both boys and girls. Voca-
tional courses deal with training of teachers;
arts and crafts; commerce; agriculture; and
training of nurses and mid wives. There are
three training colleges for men and women at
Bangkok. Higher education is offered to
young men and women in the State Chuln-
longkarana University. There arc also a Mil-
itary College, a Naval College, and a Law
School. Some of the upper classes send their
sons abroad for study while a large number
of promising students are sent to Europe and
the United States supported by the govern-
ment and the royal purse.

Since 1917, when the International Health
Board of the Rockefeller Foundation carried
its work to Siam, the government has labored
for the wide dissemination of medical treat-
iaent and preventive work, in which foreign
experts have been utilized.

Siam has been defined as a 'treaty-defended
buffer state between British and French ter-
ritory in the Indo-Chinese peninsula,' Its
modern history begins from 15x1, when
Portuguese traders arrived at Siamese ports,
followed by other adventurous foreigners. As
was the case in other Oriental countries, the
, foreign trader fell into disfavor for many
years, but in Siam, as later in Japan, was wel-
comed eventually, although it meant for the
country foreign impositions on the freedom
of the state. Bangkok was founded in 1767.
It was King Monghkut, grandfather of King
Prajadhipok, who in 1851 decided to modern-
ize Siam's entire government to secure for his
country a place of equality among the na-
tions. This enlightened ruler had spent twen-
ty-seven years of his manhood as a Buddhist
monk to a study of Western civilization and
learned English, French and Latin from
American and French missionaries. He ruled
from 1851 to 1868. Chulalongkorn succeeded
his father Monghkut at the age of fifteen and
reigned forty-two years, during which long
period he introduced progressive reforms; he
abolished slavery and established liberty of
conscience. Chulalongkorn was succeeded in
1910 by his son Rama vi, who died in 1925
and was followed by his younger brother,
Prajadhipok (d. 1041). These men received

part of their education in England and
France. The latter, with his queen, Rambai-
jurni, visited the United States in 1931. On
June ,24, 19/12, there was staged in Bangkok
me of the most remarkable revolutions re-
corded in history. It was a peaceful event
from ^tart to finish. The king and queen
were away at a small villa at Huashin, on the
coast. Soldiers and sailors seized strategic
points of the city and arrested a number of
the royal princes, whom they held as host-
ages. An unsigned 'manifesto' was posted on
the walls, declaring that the government had
treated the people as 'slaves' and that all
(axes had been collected for the pockets of
those in power. The people, it read, had sent
an ultimatum to the ruler to the effect that
autocratic government was at an end, and
that, unless the king submitted to the wishes
of the people, he would reveal himself as a
traitor to his country. The king stated that
the people were in the right and agreed to
the abolition of autocratic rule. Returned to
Bangkok, he was reinstalled as a constitution-
al monarch. By evening the revolution was
over. On June 27 the king signed a consti-
tution establishing the principle of suffrage
for men and women, but on April 12, 1933,
he declared the constitution suspended. A
few months later, while the king was absent
from Bangkok, revolutionists took possession
of the city, assuring the king of their loyalty
but insisting on the restoration of the new
constitution. King Prajadhipok and the Queen
nad been living at Cranleigh* Surrey, Eng-
land. The king abdicated in 1935 and was
succeeded by his eleven-year-old nephew,
Prince Ananda Mahidol. Thailand was occu-
pied by the Japanese Dec., 1941, and there-
after collaborated with Japan.
Siam, Gulf of, a branch of the China
Sea, between the Malay Peninsula on the w,
and Cambodia and Cochin-China on the e.,
235 m. wide at its mouth, and extending in-
land 470 m.
Siamese Twins, Chang and Eng (rSir-
74), an instance of the monstrosity known aa
'double.' The twins exhibited themselves in
various parts of the world. After their death
a post-mortem examination showed that they
were united by a fleshy band, situated be-
tween the xiphisterna and the umbilici, con-
taining peritoneal and hepatic tissues.
Sian-fu, Sittganfu, Hsian-fu, or Sigan-
fu, formerly Chang-an, city in Northwest
China, The city is surrounded by walls meas-
uring nearly 12 m, in circumference and 3$